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Qu~rry .!Jl<Js.~~ng Ups~·ts (_riJlJ~9 
By Don!ild E. Grah:ani .· :Iri-~ir Fore~- Sgf: Charles·, Som·e of . Occoquan'~ . 800 . Frurfax -· trOl'ii" ~ }>rince . Wil-

Wash!ncton Post Starr writer P.ugb'.s home, the candle- · residents say that when ·. '·· liam. ,'.' ~ ~, ·., :· ·_'.'. ~:· .,' . 
To B_ob White, .· -~ . D.c. . stkks "dance <OD the dining blasts are set off on the side . . . The . mo~f~ r~cent ~\big .·. 

· room 'table loudly enough to ·, of the quarry near the town, · · . ._ · · ' · ., · · . · 
be heard in the kitchen. · · , their walls shake, their.win- : · bl~~·- set .0f!:..~~ ~~b. ~ ~n_d_ · 

This, many residents' of dows rattle, and their nerves · . March 1, ·bro1:1ght more ~om
Occoquan, va., say, 'is what . roll off their moorings. That ~ 1)lain~ ,to Occoqtian Mayor 
it's like when the town's old · · end of the quarry is .no J : Robert Riienour ih;m any 

·~. neighbor, a rock quarry ·.· more ~~an 20~ yards from · in . the four ··.years -he has 

corrections department ~m
ployee, '.'it feels like ' an 
earthquake." · . . . 

At Edson i,ynn's electrical 
company, peopre stpp talk· 
ing and look at ' you· as if 
they should "go'. 'to the bomb 
shelter. · · · · ' · · ' -: · _ 

. ~ . 

across Occoquan Creek; -sets , many of Occoquan's doors. . . . . ·, . ·· : 
~off :its · mo~t powerful dyna- . 0lt is, Jio~ever, in a differen~ _.:b~e,n. .ma:or\; .. · · ·>· ·J·~-- ... : +: 

·;.· . .ffiite blasts. : .. -· ' : . . i:ounty=.- .. the creek divides,. · •,Tp~re · we~e even l~~ters ·• 
· · <~. · :. · '."'~ .·, ·. . · ·., - · · . . . -__ . : . . {~~~ tJu:_~e Woo<nindgli~~-e~: . . 

dents · ·,_wJiose ·houses , "-•a.re , · 
" i. more:: jhari . t~\) . Diues . f~~m :· 

· '.f.~thye ·iti4tiY:.-~~we '.live ~ fii°~a·· 
·: i'f.~J\obilf~Ii}>lh~ ~ a~d '~,ach_~~~~ 
'-:'.';';sruikes ·our ,home. :It's a v~1r 
,//~~tr.i,ghte1llb!f · ~xperferice'.t~ 'g9 
. :.. -.~ .through,~.'. ;:one· .W oodb~dge 
. ; mah wrot~ -4 ~-C . _. · ... ···• ·'. .• _ .• 
.. " ·111e quar;,y illiintains "a. ;_ 
· .. seismograph to . me),siil'e the . 
· intensity ·:.of , !he bla.;ts .. '.l3ut - . 

·Lytton H. Gibson. attorney · 
for · Vulcan : :Materials ~Co., 
which owns the ·. qu:m;y, 

' -~ wrote Fairfax offici8ls that . 
the . machine was not work-· 
ing, · "appareriUy _dµe to the -

"' iiiilure· of the· opera!or/' ·:on 
the two dates Mayor Riten- .' 
.our 'says the worst.blasts ·oc- :· 

; cur,red; . .althcugh· .u: worked , 
on: previQ.us' and subsequent 

._ aays:· : .. · .. : : ·." . . 
~ ·'After 'the compb~nts·, .the 

. .. company ' 'stopped - ·blasting 
, .:on ·the _'side of the quarry 

nearest .Occoquan. .Citizens 
· said this :has greauy·re'duced 
·· tile ·jolts they feer froll\ the . · 

.. blasts and Gibson' says that 
- . as . far as he ~is · c·oncer~ed, 

the ·withdrawal fro~ that 
-· edge of the _quarrY. is pe~m_a-

. ..,. nent. · ·. · ! .1 ,, •• ·-'. · 

This ·is:_how the -~a.1r:·~~ct~re and outbuildinir at Rockledre appeared in ' the :19305." .: .', ,see.odmQuAN, B6; ·cof."3 
·•. I ~.\ ,,_. .· '~ '•• • ~· • •4•' :. ~. :., : 
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' I : . ,. •.,·, • • • ' ., • .,. • • '(: • •· • ~+; ' ' / ..,,,: • i,' • • ' • 

. .- : ' • .• Photos bJ' Jim. McNamara-The !Vash!oston.Post 

· The. ·outbuildin~ at ·R~kted:'e .S· 1(appeaij today, lb ri.ot . and· o~te~ wall crumbled . . . ~ ' q . ··..;_... .: .. to.. ..:. ..; ~ • ~. -"" • : • • - • • ... 
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Occoquai~ Residents Upset i 
.By Blasting aiROckQxarrv ~ j 

t 
I· 

. ~ ti-'4-7 r a 
OCCOQUAN, From Bl The quarry produces rock mit. G son added ~ha\ the s 

·: Gibson, who has years of 
j experience representing 
i quarrying companies, says, 
- "I don't blame these people. 
le A quarry isn't a white-collar 
~ operation and there's no · 

way it can be. You hear the 
l same complaints wherever 

you 'go." 

1Sentenced 
I 

irs in Death 
same type as Mrs. Garstang's, 
and her wedding ring, which 
had · been stolen from her 

! bo~y; testimony showed. 
· · Walter also signed a confes

sion that night at the Hyatts
ville 'police substation, telling 
police, "I've been blamed for a 
lot of things I didn't do. I 
guess I just wanted to be 

. blamed for something 'I did 
1 do." That confession, read at 
, Walter's arraignment in 1969, 

was suppressed by Judge Tay
lor at a later pretrial hearing. 

Pale from his 20 months in 
the tiny Hyattsville lockup, 
where he worked as a kitchen 
trusty and studied through 
the county's home-study tu-

. torial program, Walter ap
peared calm throughout his 
trial. While his mother cried 
in the courtroom after her 
son's sentencing yesterday, 
Walter kissed her and his 
father goodbye before leaving 
for the Patuxent Institution .. 

used in federal soil and quarry has taken active oust o 
shore erosion proje~ts, and ·control measures. c-

d b ·ud Several Occoquan resi- t . 
by road an . house !1 . ers. dents say their houses C 
A quarry has been In opera- s·howed signs of damage f, 
tion at the site since ti).e they say was caused by 
1800s, when Occoquan Creek blasting. Mrs. Arthur Harris, 
was a navigable river. Regu- whose house is a block away 
lar intensive blasting has from Occoquan Creek, said 
gone on since 1959. a chunk of plaster fell from 

Gibson said the company her ceiling, almost hitting 
had limited the size o'f its her, several weeks after the 
blasts. The company, he said most recent blasts. Air 
"wants to do good, wa'nts to Force Sgt. Pugh and his 
do the best they can. But wife pointed out cracks in 
they don't want to-close the the walls of the well-kept 
quarry, where there'.s a tre- house they remodeled· only 
mendous investment.• last summer. 

Mayor Ritenour and se".- ·But the prize exhibit in 
eral · other Occoquan ~es~- the town's case against the 
dents agreed they d1dn t quarry is Rockledge, a 
want the quarry to close. splendid grey stone mansion 
"We just want the county to built .in 1758 anrl designed 
supervise . the .blasting and .by Matthew ·Buckland, who 
to control this dust that also designed Gunston Hall 
c~mes up when they blast," for the George Mason fam-
~itenour said. ..; ily. • 

The county Involved is An . Interior Department 
Fairfax, where the quarry is survey of historic buildings 
located. The townsmen, some 15 years ago found 
Prince William re~idents, Rockledge. "worthy of most 
think Fairfax County is not ' careful .preservation 'ior the 
taking their complaints benefit of .future genera-
against the quarry, a Fairfax tions." · 
taxpayer, seriously enough. Soon after those ·words 
On the Fairfax side, the were written, Rockledge's 
quarry is surrounded by the owner, Laurence A. Barnes, 
Lorton correctional com- moved out,.claiming that the 
plex. blasting had opened crevices 

William S. Hoofnagle, in the foundation that made 
Fairfax board of supervi- his house unsafe. . · 
sors' chairman said ~at, on Jle sued, but F~irfax 
the contrary, he is very sym- County's · Circuit Court 
pathetic to the Occoquan found that Barnes had not 
residents' claims and that proved that the blastinc(, 
the county has been inspect- rather than the age of the 
ing the quarry which oper- house, was rseponsible for 
ates under a special use per- the damage. 
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